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I N S I D E :  

 Negosyo Center Bais 

assists returning 

OFWs 

  DTI, DSWD, LGU 

conduct crochet 

making in Loboc 

 25 Bohol Micro, Small 

Entreps in 2nd KMME 

 BOI investments up 28% 

in first 4 months of 

2018 

  Negosyo Center San 

Remigio presents 

major activities for CY 

2018 
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ay glided in as the DTI launched new batch 
of mentees under the Kapatid Mentor Micro 

Enterprise (KMME) program in Cebu and Bohol. 
 

Project KAPATID is an initiative of the DTI and the 
Philippine Center for Entrepreneurship (PCE) to help 
the country’s micro and small enterprises (MSEs) 
through three key components: 
 
The Mentor ME (micro entrepreneurs) program, a 
coaching and mentoring approach where large corpo-
rations teach MSEs on different aspects of business 
operations 
 
The Adopt-an-SSF (Shared Service Facility) program, 
which aims to help micro entrepreneurs by providing 
them access to SSFs in their community 
 
The Inclusive Business (IB) model where MSEs are 
linked into large companies’ value chains 
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   Negosyo Center 

The Department of Trade and Industry Nego-
syo Center Loboc in Bohol, in partnership with 
the Department of Social Welfare and Devel-
opment – Sustainable Livelihood Program 
(DSWD-SLP) and the Loboc Local Govern-
ment Unit, conducted a skills training activity 
on Crocheted Souvenir last April 23-24, 2018 
at the Barangay hall of Villaflor Loboc, Bohol.  
 
Participants to the training included members 
of the Souvenir Sustainable Livelihood Benefi-
ciaries Association who are also beneficiaries 
of DSWD’s Sustainable Livelihood Program.  
 
The activity was designed to promote crochet 
as an innovative method of presenting souve-
nir items.  
 
It aims to enhance skills of women particularly 
in rural areas of the community in handicraft-
making which they can make business and 

increase local job opportunities that will become an 
alternative source of income for them. 
 
The resource speaker of the training was the locally 
renowned crochet-maker from Tagbilaran City Mae 
Delusa.  
In the two days training, Ms. Delusa shared her 
knowledge in crochet and taught the participants the 
skill. 
 
The establishment of Negosyo Centers is provided 
under the Republic Act 10644, or the Go Negosyo 
Act and is meant to assist DTI in the creation and 
development of micro, small and medium enterpris-
es (MSMEs). 
 
Negosyo Center services provides MSMEs the ease 
of doing business, and facilitates access to financial 
assistance, and shared service facilities (SSF), 
among others. (ends) 
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   Negosyo Center Update 

Overseas Filipino Workers (OFWs) are 

considered modern day heroes in our 

land. It is because they sacrifice so much 

to work in foreign lands away from their 

families while they contribute to the devel-

opment of our country. For these reasons, 

OFWs deserve so much help from the 

government, particularly when they seek 

assistance as soon as they return home. 

 

Some of them choose not to leave the 

country again and would opt to start a 

small business. But their lack of 

knowledge and deficiency in skills  has be-

come a hindrance and has kept them un-

motivated to set-up  their own  business. 

 

Before, it used to take a long time to apply 

for business permits or the process in 

starting a business, Now, with the Nego-

syo Centers, returning OFWs who pos-

sessed an entrepreneurial mindset can 

now avail the services of these business 

centers scattered in different places in the 

country. 

 

In Bais Negros Oriental, a few returning 

OFWs visited the Negosyo Center for an au-

dience with Business Counselor Frezhe Ba-

congallo. These OFWs were planning to set-

up a small business and they sought assis-

tance from the Negosyo Center Bais to pur-

sue their plan. The business counselor as-

signed provided them counseling on starting 

a business and answered their queries about 

possible businesses they can venture. 

 

The establishment of Negosyo Centers is 
provided under the Republic Act 10644, or 
the Go Negosyo Act and is meant to assist 
DTI in the creation and development of mi-
cro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs). 
 
Negosyo Center services provides MSMEs 
the ease of doing business, and facilitates 
access to financial assistance, and shared 
service facilities (SSF), among others. (ends) 
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  Activities in Photos 

 
(Photos above and below)   The Trabaho, Negosyo and Kabuhayan (TNK), a business and jobs fair, 
was held nationwide  on May 1, Labor day. In Cebu, the TNK was held at the International Eucharistic 
Congress (IEC) Pavilion in Mabolo. During the activity in the province, President Rodrigo Roa Duterte 
delivered his labor day message to members of the labor sector, government officials, and business 
leaders. Accompanying the President were DTI Secretary Ramon Lopez, DOLE Secretary Silvestre H. 
Bello, DFA Secretary Alan Peter Cayetano, and other cabinet officials. 
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  Activities in Photos 

(Photo above)   The inauguration of the IPSO Dumaguete workstation was led by the Director General of IPO-
PHL Josephine R. Santiago and DTI Provincial Director of Dumaguete Nimfa M. Virtucio. A Memorandum of Un-
derstanding were signed between IPOPHL and the following organization/ agencies: SIdlakang Negros Village 
Producers’ Association, Negros Oriental Chamber of Commerce and Industry, ICT Association of Dumaguete 
and Negros Oriental, Department of Science and Technology – Provincial Science and Technology Center – Ne-
gros Oriental. Trademark Certificates of Registration under Juana Make a Mark Incentive Program were issued 
to seven (7) Dumaguete MSMEs.  A press conference was held and attended by the members of the local and 
regional media i.e., ABS-CBN, GMA 7, Negros Chronicles, Philippine Information Agency (PIA), etc. The panel 
comprised of Director General Josephine R. Santiago, Dir. Carmen G. Peralta, Atty. Leny B. Raz, DTI Provincial 
Director Virtucio and DOST Provincial S&T Director Gilbert Arbon. The IPSO Dumaguete is located at the DTI 
Negros Oriental, Negosyo Center, 2nd Floor, Uymatiao Bldg., Dumaguete, Negros Oriental. 

(Photo below)   Business Counselor Claire Apale of Negosyo Center Bohol BOSS conducted an Entrepreneurial 
Development Seminar in Brgy. Cancatac, Corella, Bohol for the forty-one (41) DSWD-SLP beneficiaries 
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  Kapatid Mentor Micro Enterprises 

By Rey Anthony Chiu 

THE BEE FARM, DAUIS, May 9 (PIA)--Twenty-five 
promising and established entrepreneurs hoping to 
upgrade their market presence in Bohol and across 
the globe stepped in for Bohol's 2nd batch of free 
government business mentoring activities that 
grants them a peek into the business secrets of in-
dustry leaders. 

Part of the Department of Trade and Industry's 
(DTI) and Philippine Center for Entrepreneurship's 
(PCE) Go Negosyo, Kapatid Mentor Micro Entre-
preneurs (KMME) Program intends to help the 
country's micro and small enterprises through men-
toring and coaching. 

The DTI and the PCE brings in large corporations 
and industry leaders to teach their younger industry 
brothers the tricks of the trade in 10 module ses-
sions running from May 9 to July when they gradu-
ate in time for the Sandugo season, according to 
DTI Bohol. 

First introduced in Bohol in 2017, the KMME in Bo-
hol proved to be a huge help to entrepreneurs 
struggling to hitch to the mainstream and bring 
competitiveness into the opening ASEAN markets, 
a graduate of the first KMME program shared. 

DTI Regional Director Asteria Caberte said this is 
the first batch of KMME in the region this year and 
another KMME would be opening slots for Bohol 
micro and small enterprises by September. 

While the opening ceremonies of the mentoring 

sessions was held at the Bohol Bee Farm, suc-
ceeding sessions would be at the Panda Tea gar-
den and Suites, DTI Bohol sources said. 

This is to facilitate the accessibility of the mentor-
ing sessions to the 25 mentees who have long 
intended to learn of the aspects of business oper-
ations to preposition them towards a more inclu-
sive business supply chain where they too can 
help their mentors on their supply side, DTI ex-
plained.  

The free KMME modules run every Wednesday 
there on, and modules include Entrepreneurial 
Mindset and Values Formation, Marketing and 
several other key topics for entrepreneurs to get 
lessons from. 

No less that chief executive officer of the RNC 
Marketing, Rey Calooy and the owner of The Bo-
hol Bee Farm Vicky Wallace-Sandidge shared 
their business secrets for modules 1 and 2 while 
Philippine Center for Entrepreneurship Visayas 
Coordinator and Boholano Virgilio Espeleta, 
talked about Marketing. 

Also present during launching ceremonies were 
DTI RD Asteria Caberte, Go Negosyo's Paul An-
thony de Guzman and Bohol Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry represented by Marietta 
Gasatan of the South Palms and Marcela Group 
of Companies. 

Also, the 25 mentees which included Cake Ave-
nue, Israel's Pastries, Tessie's Sweets and Pas-
tries, Tuko Cafe, Churro's, Cocina de Loboc and 
Ramirez Cakes and Pastries signed their commit-
ments to attend and complete the Program de-
signed to help improve current enterprises thru 
lecture, coaching and mentoring sessions, comply 
with assigned work from the mentors, participate 
during the sessions and share experiences, chal-
lenges and best practices with fellow mentees, 
regularly report weekly enterprise performance 
during the program and join in other DTI programs 
designed as follow-ups for mentees. (rahc/PIA-7/
Bohol/DTI) 
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  Activities in Photos 

 
(Photo above)   Cacao Inter-Agency Convergence Meeting Visayas Islands was held on May 10-11, 2018 at Sea 
Dream Resorts, Brgy. Masaplod Sur, Dauin Negros Oriental. Resource Speakers include Mr. Valente D. Turtur 
and Engr. Edwin O. Banquerigo of the DTI National Cacao Coordinator. 
 
 
(Photo below)  Business Counselor Claire Apale of Negosyo Center Bohol BOSS conducted Entrepreneurial De-

velopment Trainings to four (4) barangays of Corella, Bohol namely: Barangay Canangca-an, Tanday, Sambog 

and Poblacion last April 23-24, 2018 . A total of 90 beneficiaries of DSWD-SLP attended the said trainings. 
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  Activities in Photos 

(Photo above )  DTI Bohol launched Batch 2 of Kapatid Mentor ME program. The course will run from May to July 

this year. 25 mentees have committed to join the course     

 

(Photo below)  Business Counselor Christine Tabanera of NC Loboc discussed on the purpose of having an En-

trepreneurial Development Seminar. Conducted on April 17-20,this year, the seminar was participated by 

MSMEs  from different barangays of the town. 
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  Activities in Photos 

 
(Photo above)   The Central Visayas Regional Development Research Council Meeting 
was held in Siquijor on May 17, 2018.  
 
 
(Photo below)  Negosyo Center - Maria together with NC PPO conducted an Organizational Meeting 
and Orientation on the Programs offered by DTI at the municipality of Lazi, Siquijor. 
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YOUTUBE.COM 

 

''Weaving Their Way to Wealth" 
 
A success story of women in the Handloom Weaving industry 
in Argao where DTI Cebu Provincial Office has provided a 
Shared Service Facility to revive the dying handloom weaving 
industry in the province. 

Check out the full story on our new YouTube channel: 

https://youtu.be/StqVwKC-FwY 

 

YOUTUBE.COM 

 

"Cultivating Culture and Creativity"  
 

A success story about how DTI Cebu Provincial Office sup-
ported artists and musicians in the Visayas through the 
Shared Service Facility equipment it provided to Artist KO, a 
cooperative for artists, musicians, and entrepreneurs that 
supports individual creativity, skills and talents in the creative 
content industries, particularly the music sector. 

Check out the full story at our YouTube Channel: https://

youtu.be/jvGc_gZiGV0 

YOUTUBE.COM 

"Abundance from Abaca" 
 
A success story about an abaca fiber producing cooperative, 
Barangay Unit Key to Integrated Development Multipurpose 
Cooperative (BUKID-MPC), an organization of farmers in Ba-
lamban, Cebu is assisted by DTI Cebu Provincial Office 
through the provision of machinery and equipment as part of 
the Shared Service Facility Project. 

Watch the full story on our YouTube channel: https://

youtu.be/CSNM0nDQdoc 

https://youtu.be/StqVwKC-FwY
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FjvGc_gZiGV0&h=ATOm4QUxMMYltn7CiTGYxX0yGCpn4X6LbyyRIOtb82IR8CWYQanZEhVXtf5_njdldFYWzwXkBRS-giJ5ZDzcZ6x7JIFHJMyfEg257cB0lprfZkVoQulTF6FCvK77
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FjvGc_gZiGV0&h=ATOm4QUxMMYltn7CiTGYxX0yGCpn4X6LbyyRIOtb82IR8CWYQanZEhVXtf5_njdldFYWzwXkBRS-giJ5ZDzcZ6x7JIFHJMyfEg257cB0lprfZkVoQulTF6FCvK77
https://youtu.be/CSNM0nDQdoc
https://youtu.be/CSNM0nDQdoc
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 New Bite 

The Philippine Board of Investments (BOI), the country’s 
lead investments promotion agency, recorded a 
Php195.7 billion worth of investment approvals for the 
January to April 2018 period, an increase of 28 percent 
compared to the same period last year where it posted 
Php153.1 billion. 

Trade Undersecretary and BOI Managing Head Ceferino 
Rodolfo elaborated that the bulk of the investment pro-
jects for the month of April came from the six air transport 
projects of Philippine Airlines, Inc. (PAL) with a combined 
investment amount of Php19.05 billion while the biggest 
single project approved was the Php5.2 billion project of 
MWM Terminals, Inc., a  public-private partnership (PPP) 
known as the Paranaque Integrated Terminal Exchange 
in Coastal Road. 
  
“These six projects by PAL alone indicate there is strong 
passenger traffic demand and once operational, it will re-
energize the tourism industry especially when Boracay 
reopens before the end of the year,” Undersecretary 
Rodolfo said. 
  
The renewable energy/power sector remained as the 
number one source of investments with Php104.3 billion 
in the first four months of 2018, up 401 percent from last 
year’s Php20.8 billion in the same period. This was fol-
lowed by the transportation and storage sector which 

generated PHp37.5 billion, up by a remarkable 1566 
percent from Php2.25 billion in the same period last 
year. Manufacturing investment projects meanwhile 
reached Php15.9 billion, a three percent uptick from last 

year’s Php15.4 billion in the same frame. The wa-
ter supply, sewerage and waste management Sec-
tor (Php13.9 billion) and Real Estate Category 
(Php12.7 billion) on the otherhand rounded up the 
top five sectors. 
  
Countryside investments continue to dominate the 
figures from January to April with an aggregate 
Php165.5 billion, or 84.6 percent of the total invest-
ment pie with the National Capital Region (NCR), 
accounting for the remaining 15.6 percent 
share.  Overall, Central Luzon (Region III) contin-
ues to be the frontrunner among all regions with 
Php77.4 billion in investments approvals, up 501 
percent from last year’s Php12.9 billion during the 
four-month frame. Calabazon (Region IVA) is run-
ner-up with Php52.8 billion. NCR is third with Da-
vao Region (Region XI) and Western Visayas 
(Region VI) completing the top five with Php14.1 
billion and Php3.5 billion, respectively. (ends) 
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